A+tachment G

DEFRA  roomaosc. 14 Pags Street, London SWIP 4PQ

Deparmment for 't slephons: 020 7904 6000 oxt 6160 GTN: 3290 6169
Environment, idirect ligs: 020 7904 6169 FAX: 0207504 6364
Food & Rural Affairs  1F-mail: igel.gibbens@d<fra.gsr. gov.uk

Your refer=oce:
Onr yefevence: EXM 1243A

Sally Stratnoen, Chie:”

Equivalence Section, International Policy Staff

United States Dept of Agriculture

Food Safety and Insp:<tion Service

Washington DC 20230

USA 26 July 2002

Dear Dr Stratmoen
FSIS AUDIT REPORT 11-19 FEBRUARY 2042

Thank you for yer letter of 16 May 2002 enclosing Dy Urban’s draft report. We
received this on 27 May 2002. Thank you for the nppermuntty to commient.

Failure of pra-operational sanitation in seyeral arcas of establishient 2060
Deficiencies in SSOP 1:corda and application regardinz preventive actron

On 26 March 2002 we »rote to Mr Clark Danford confirming that corrective actions
had been taken and thar a further inspection had bozn carried out to corfirm that
stnadards were satisfacoory..

The 8SOP has been revizwed and amended,  Wri'ten procedures now include remedial
action to be 1aken fallowving the identification of vasatisfactory cleamnz. Additional
training and improved rianagement have been imyplemented.

Nor testing reent poyduct s for areeaic

The UK is not abliged t include éxsenic in the surveillonee programme: undertaken to
conyply with the recuive rients consained in Counc:| Dircetive 96/23/BC. Medicines
containing arsenic zre nat authorised for use in focd producing amimals anywhere in
the EU. This daes not rasgn 1o say that the UK caunot undertake surveiliance arsenic
testing but we have no intelligence to suggest possible tbuse. Should we receive
infortnation suggesiing that there ynay be abuse we will review the position.
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Meat products contaminated with prease and faecal matter and the potential of product
contamination due 1o condensation leaking water pipe

As noted in the audit report, immediate corrective action was taken. In pfant 2134, a
secondary checking regime has been introduced at the head of the cutting lines to
carrect any contamination found on incoming product.

Establishment 2060 nct psing a statistical samplirg process contral for geperic e-cali
testing

The anditor kindly supplied some basic information and further clarification of criteria
employed in the Uiy domestic inspection programme was obtained when two of our
officials visited the: USA on a study tour. The regime for interpretation of sample
results will be adapted to reflect US requirements before exports to the USA
recommence.

We look forward to resumption of exports of pigrieat to the USA as soon as our foot
and mouth disease free:dom is recognised by your autherities,

Kind regards

Yours sincerely

N> 7/

NIGEL GIEBENS
HEAD, INTERNATIONAL ANIMAL HEALTH DIVISION
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